with Reiter's disease and ankylosing spondylitis which may prove to have wide implications and the role of genital mycoplasma which, though controversial, is nevertheless interesting.
The conference confirms that knowledge of STD and their treatment is greater than ever before yet has not led to better control which is largely a social problem.
It is felt that the illustrations might have been omitted making the volume less expensive and thus more readily available to a wider readership as a well presented record in an important field which is at present very active in research. Lancaster: MTP 1976 It is only recently that any interest has been shown in the postmenopausal woman, though this may involve a third of her life. It is only now that a serious attempt is being made to assess which symptoms are due to altered hormonal status, to the normal process of ageing or to an altered psychological outlook. This is a report of an international, multidisciplinary symposium arranged by the Institute of Obstetrics and GynLcology which discusses our present clinical and scientific knowledge, the management of the postmenopausal patient and possible paths for future research. It is an up-todate, comprehensive review embracing sections on the urinary tract, the skin, lipid metabolism, calcium metabolism and psychological aspects. Management is fully discussed with its problems and risks. Most of us will treat menopausal symptoms, but should the woman with no symptoms have routine cestrogen replacement therapy?
The Editor, Stuart Campbell, is to be congratulated on coordinating his large team to produce an up-to-date, lucid, readable account of this neglected subject which will have a very wide appeal to the general practitioner, to the consultant and the postgraduate. This volume is strongly recommended. IAN King's College Hospital. The Editors have given the authors a free hand to express personal views and have only occasionally had to indicate in their editorial postscript that the views of one author may not entirely agree with the views expressed elsewhere in the book. This introduces a refreshing note of reality into the book, showing that medicine is still a matter of opinion on evidence which may be differently assessed by different authors. Thus Dr Trouper may have many of us with him when he points out that too many patients are taking too many drugs, when a full dose of one or at most two drugs might prove more effective. He is on less sure ground when recommending the use of drugs with potentially dangerous idiosyncratic reactions, provided their side-effects are slight, on the grounds that diligent laboratory follow up would limit this risk. The availability of assays of plasma levels of anticonvulsants has, however, greatly helped the management of poorly controlled epileptic patients and provides irrefutable evidence as to whether or not the patient has been taking the prescribed anticonvulsants. The problem is well covered in Dr Richens' chapter. The chapter by Professor Marsden is of particularly high standard as also is the EEG chapter by Dr Driver and Dr McGillivray, though it is, perhaps, invidious to single out chapters in a book with such an overall high standard. This book is well produced and though expensive will have a wide appeal to neurologists and general physicians. had acrosclerosis and the remainder so-called diffuse scleroderma, but the authors acknowledge that the differences are indistinct. The classification of scleroderma has always presented problems and these are discussed, together with diagnostic criteria and procedures. Possible pathogenic mechanisms are fully discussed but no conclusion is reached. Alas, there is no specific therapy and no drug has proved effective in controlled trials.
The remaining third of the book deals in detail with disorders in which sclerosis of the skin occurs in association with disorders as diverse as dermatomyositis, Werner's syndrome, porphyria, muscle glycogenesis, primary systemic amyloidosis, melorheostosis, and malignancy including the carcinoid syndrome. Occupational scleroderma due to exposure to silica, pesticides and vinyl chloride is also covered.
Useful short summaries are interspersed between the main sections and the quality and reproduction of the clinical photographs, radiographs and histopathology are excellent. Unfortunately all three copies that I have seen have had defective binding.
Edwin Paryski is to be congratulated on his clear translation. This book is the outstanding work on the subject. To be disabled is tragic enough but also to be excluded totally from the pleasures of physical recreation and sport is to be doubly unfortunate. This was the lot of paraplegics until Sir Ludwig Guttman by his energy and enthusiasm created the Paraplegics' Olympics. The concept of sport for all paraplegics has since grown, particularly in Britain, but also in other parts of the world. Where possible the disabled should compete in sports, like swimming, which minimize the effect of their disability, and no facilities for the community should be built without provision of wheelchair access for the disabled. These points and many other principles of adapting sport for the disabled are fully discussed in this excellent book which is necessary reading for all advisers and coaches dedicated to the task of providing a better life for the disabled.
ROGER BANNISTER
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Forensic Dentistry by Irvin M Sopher DDS MD pp xiii + 162 illustrated $14.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1976 Forensic dentistry is a small speciality but one which in recent years has assumed a greater importance, one influence being the considerable calibre of the authors who have produced books on the subject. It is perhaps a coincidence that two books should have appeared this year, one from the University of Edinburgh by Warren Harvey and the other by Irving M Sopher of Baltimore. To the specialist in this subject both books are of immense value and comparable.
The difficulty of identification in severely mutilated and burnt bodies following aircraft accidents has probably given the greatest fillip to the study of identification by dental formulh. As always, the ease of identification depends on the reliability of dental records kept. The world can be rather sharply divided between populations who have good dental care and records and those who do not. The same distinction holds for populations who habitually travel by air and those who do not.
Sopher's book is completely up to date in its description of the procedural aspect of postmortem dental examination and provides the necessary charts which are now universal and which enable dental formulh to be transmitted in a variety of ways from continent to continent.
In recent years considerable attention has been given to bite mark analysis. In this respect the victim may retain imprints of teeth and by the same' token assailants may be bitten by the victim. Both these events may lead to what is known as contact traces in forensic science. There is now accumulating a sufficient number of observations to make one realize that this form of analysis may be of great importance in identifying an assailant but it must require the most meticulous approach, preferably reinforced by the identification of saliva on the bitten skin, and painstaking photography.
This beautifully presented book is of vast interest to forensic pathologists and of even greater interest to forensic dentists. It will fascinate those physicians, of whom there are many, who look upon themselves as amateur detectives, probably correctly. R 
